BECKET AT THE COUNCIL OF NORTHAMPTON.   7
whole question in the pope's hand. The Earl of Arundel
with a dozen peers and bishops was dispatched at once to
Sens to explain what had happened, and to request Alexander
to send legates to England to investigate the quarrel and to
end it. The archbishop, could he have consented to be quiet, 5
might have remained unmolested at Canterbury till the result
could be ascertained. But he knew too well the forces which
would be at work in the papal court to wait for its verdict.
His confidence was only in himself. Could he see the pope
in person, he thought that he could influence him. He was 10
sure of the friendship of Lewis of France, who was meditating
a fresh quarrel with Henry, and would welcome his support-
His own spiritual weapons would be as effective across the
Channel as if used in England, while he would himself be in
personal security. One dark night he went down with his 15
two companions into Sandwich, and in an open boat he crossed
safely to Gravelines. At St. Omer he fell in with his old
friend the Justiciary de Luci, who was returning from a mission
to the court of Prance. De Luci urged him to go back to
England and wait for the pope's decision, warning him of 20
the consequences of persisting in a course which was really
treasonable, and undertaking that the king would forgive him
if he would return at once. Entreaties and warnings were
alike thrown away. He remained and dispatched a letter to
the pope, saying briefly that he had followed the example of 25
his Holiness in resisting the encroachments of princes, and
had fled from his country. He had been called in answer be-
fore the king as if he had been a mere layman. The bishops,
who ought to have stood by him, had behaved like cowards.
If he was not sustained by his Holiness, the Church would be 30
ruined, and he would himself be doubly confounded.